[Correction of the external ear using cartilage-sparing techniques].
To establish the value of cartilage sparing suture techniques for correction of prominent ears. Retrospective study. Gooi-Noord Hospital, Blaricum, the Netherlands. Between 1989 and 1992, 117 ears in 62 patients were corrected for prominence. Results were evaluated using the McDowell criteria for anatomy and localisation of the ear. Of 117 ears 108 were corrected successfully. A recurrence was seen in 6 ears and 3 ears showed overcorrection. Reoperation was needed in 2 ears. A suture was extruded in 15 ears, which could be treated relatively easily in 14. Cartilage sparing suture techniques for correction of the specific anatomic deformities of prominent ears prove to be successful. Suture extrusion was the most frequent, but minor, complication. Suture extrusion appears to be dependent upon suture material and localisation.